THE CAPITULATION OF KING LEOPOLD
A speech delivered in the house of commons
may 28, 1940
May 21.    The Germans reach Abbeville.
May 22. The Belgian Army holds on the Scheldt. The Germans
advance northwards from Abbeville along the Channel
coast. The British Government passes in one day a new
Emergency Powers Act, giving them complete power over
persons and property for the prosecution of the War.
May 23. The Germans reach Boulogne. Sir Samuel Hoart
appointed Ambassador to Spain.
May 24. The Germans reach Calais; they begin the siege of the
ancient citadel.
May 27. The Belgian Army, on the left of the British, severely
handled.
May 28. King Leopold surrenders. The Belgian Government
repudiates the capitulation and remains with the Alhes.
[May 28, 1940.
T
HE House will be aware that the King of the Belgians
yesterday sent a plenipotentiary to the German Command
asking for a suspension of arms on the Belgian front. The British
and French Governments instructed their generals immediately to
dissociate themselves from this procedure and to persevere in the
operations in which they are now engaged. However, the German
Command has agreed to the Belgian proposals and the Belgian
Army ceased to resist the enemy's will at four o'clock this morning.
I have no intention of suggesting to the House that we should
attempt at this moment to pass judgment upon the action of the
King of the Belgians in his capacity as Commander-in-Chief of the
Belgian Army. This Army has fought very bravely and has both
suffered and inflicted heavy losses. The Belgian Government has
dissociated itself from the action of the King and declaring itself
to be the only legal Government of Belgium, has formally announced
its resolve to continue the war at the side of the Allies who have
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